Although there is still a good deal of debate about the origins, extent and ultimate impact of 'globalisation', most observers agree that the intensity, complexity and variety of contemporary transnational flows, processes and interactions mean that there is something novel and distinctive about the present era (see Held et al. 1999) . More than a quarter of a century ago Keohane and Nye (1977) 
Theorising global governance
Governance has long been staple of the political science literature, and has been employed to describe of the 'self-organising, interorganisational networks' which, in addition to governments, help to authoritatively allocate resources, exercise control and coordinate social activities (Rhodes, 1997) At a time when some observers believe that the extent and complexity of cross-border economic interactions make some sort of transnational coordination and cooperation between individual governments a functional necessity if the processes associated with globalisation are to operate successfully (Cerny, 1995) , then it is perhaps unsurprising that the concept of governance would take on a global dimension. (Ruggie, 1982) (Held, 1995 (Woods, 2002 (Strange 1990 (Keane 2003; Lipschutz 1992) 
In the introduction to Global Governance, Rorden Wilkinson details the array of new actors that have assumed prominent positions in the international system, and argues that it is the way these actors 'combine to manage…a growing range of political, economic and social affairs' that is one of the distinctive qualities of global governance, even if it is a process that is as yet not 'complete and fully coherent' (p.2). A degree of caution in the claims made about the extent or significance of global governance is a noteworthy quality of most of the contributions to these volumes. The very subtitle of the collection edited by Cooper et al.-Towards a New Diplomacy?-is indicative of the mixture of circumspection and qualified optimism that pervades many of the essays. Readers-and the contributors to Enhancing Global Governance, for that matter-might have been better able to make a judgment about the possible extent, novelty and usefulness of 'new diplomacy' as a concept had it been more unambiguously spelled out at the outset. Given that most of the essays in this collection are connected in some way to the United Nations

This approach, which self-consciously eschews the idea that power is synonymous with or can be 'reduced to state territoriality', provides a way of thinking about the complex, multilevel, and spatially distributed nature of power. It also highlights the way power relations have evolved over time. The key point that emerges from this sort of analysis, and which is implicit in many of the contributions to these volumes, is that the nation-state is but one form and location of power, and a fairly recent, historically contingent one at that. Indeed, if the global governance debate does nothing else, it should alert us to the fact that there is something distinctive and different about contemporary patterns of transnational interaction and we need to develop ways of thinking about them that reflect this underlying reality. Revealingly, some of the most important contributors to contemporary debates about governance and globalisation come from outside of the discipline of International Relations. Saskia Sassen, for example (a sociologist), has become one of the foremost analysts of global processes and their spatial and political implications. (So prominent is she, in fact, that she also appears in EPAGG). Her major concern in this essay is the way in which formerly
, the concept is given surprisingly little attention in these volumes (although see Lipschutz and Fogel in EPAGG). While it is important to remember that not all the actors in civil society are associated with 'progressive' causes or necessarily agents of political liberalisation (Morris-Suzuki 2000), it is clear that NGOs in particular have assumed a prominence and ubiquity that makes them potentially important parts of new governance structures.
James Rosenau (1992; 1997) ' (p.266 (Cutler, 1999 Beeson, 2003a) . Kahler and Lake 2003; Weiss, 2003 (Ravenhill 2003 
has played a major role in popularising and explicating the idea of global governance and his analysis of the role of NGOs in international system makes it clear why 'it seems inconceivable that the interstate system is still the sole arbiter of the course of events
Global governance: Déjà vu all over again?
Most of the contributions in the volumes under consideration here focus on either the political aspects of governance or on the underlying processes of
